Records — burials 


Our warmest thanks to all those who have helped us collect documentation of early 
burials. We needed this information to fill in the empty spaces of history and once 
again have logged those who are buried in the cemetery. This work took many hours 
of looking through microfilm, going long distances to reference libraries and 
countless hours on the internet searching. Due to the hard work of so many we have 
been able to place a grave with a name. Leading this search is our own Secretary 
Eileen Abernathy. Eileen took on the job of secretary but has been effortlessly 
searching and typing in all this information on her own time for the most part. 


Don Finel has also been of help to the cemetery. Don has found us so much 
information and is always willing to help when asked. Eileen says he is a 
“genealogist extraordinaire”. Many of the obituaries and other information about the 
people buried at Fern Prairie Cemetery were obtained thanks to the tireless effort of 
Don. He's also responsible for several of the excellent pictures we've used including 
the one on the homepage of our web site. He's a long-time genealogist and willing 
volunteer for the Clark County Genealogical Society where he serves as librarian 
each Tuesday. He is also the capable leader of the monthly CCGS Legacy Users 
Group for people using the Legacy Family Tree program. Don is always willing to put 
in the "extra mile" on any project in which he's involved. A widower since the death of 
his wife Margaret, Don has been retired for several years. His constant companion 
for the past couple of years has been Rusty, a friendly, happy dog he rescued from 
the pound. Don has 2 adult children who live away from this area. 


Pat Bauer is the person who designed and did all the work for the Fern Prairie web 
site. She spent many hours doing this. Pat herself is a descendant of a Clark County 
Pioneer family. Her g-grandmother Elvira Blackwell McKee came here in a prairie 
schooner in 1883 as an elderly widow woman (age 47 at the time) .Before retirement 
Pat worked at the Vancouver Post Office. She is self taught on the computer and 
does web pages as a volunteer for the Clark County Genealogical Society, Citizens 
for Cultural Arts, NARFE Chapter 131 of Vancouver, the Whipple Creek Condo 
Association and the Fern Prairie Cemetery. She is very busy with her many projects, 
too numerous to mention here Much thanks to Pat for her work on getting our 
cemetery into cyberspace. We now have a web page due to Pat Bauer. 


Ron Brown of Brown's Funeral Home and Chris Dierichx of Straub’s Funeral Home 
both in Camas have warmly opened their record books to Fern Prairie Cemetery for 
research of old records. 


Robert McKachnie, manager of Park Hill Cemetery in Vancouver has helped us by 
supplying many old death certificates that he collected at his own expense. 


